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addressed to the Emperor "William and dated the 8th
instant, which reached here yesterday, through safe
hands, states: "His Majesty the Emperor graciously
communicated to me the letter which your Imperial
Majesty sent through Prince Frederick Charles. The
passage respecting the meeting at Salzburg was specially
emphasised by the Emperor, who remarked that what
your Majesty had said as to the efforts of the press to
represent the good understanding between the two
Powers as being at an end was unfortunately too true ;
but that this, as I knew, could exercise no influence
upon his sentiments. The Emperor also gave me the
memoir of the Grand Duchess Marie on the negotiations
with Count Fleury to read. This document, which is
probably the work of M. Duvernois, and was handed to
the Grand Duchess by Fleury for her use, the Tsar con-
siders to have been skilfully drawn up. The advocate
of the dethroned Emperor pleads his case cleverly in
trying to convince the German Emperor that the in-
demnity is in danger so long as the present state of
things continues in France; and that Germany should,
therefore, strongly urge a plebiscite as the sole remedy.
He then went on to say that Fleury constantly spoke of
a strong Government, which was only to be had under
the Empire. But who would guarantee that, with the
return of the Empire, it would be possible once more to
find the strong hand to which Europe certainly had
reason to be grateful at the beginning of the fifties ? If
the French wished to hold another general election in
order to decide upon a definitive form of government,
by all means let them do so. That was their affair, and
not that of foreign Powers, which had nothing to do in
the matter.

" It was in this sense that the Emperor spoke with